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At a time when climate change and COP -17 were in the news, we in Cape Town
experienced two highly unusual marine events in close succession: the once -in-
a-lifetime mass stranding of thousands of buoy barnacles on our beaches, and

the highly unusual spectacle of shoals of sardines in the shallows of Hout Bay

and environs.

| was fortunate to photograph some aspects of both events, but can only show
some brief insights into the sardine event here d these photos were taken
during one visit to the beach on 4 December.
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Feel free to emalil this file to friends/colleagues bearing in mind the file size. However
copyright remains strictly with the photographer, Rob Tarr, and the images may not be used
without permission.

The images are reduced to 1200 pixels wide, from 18 megapixel originals, and saved as low quality jpegs.
Camera : Canon EOS7D, with Canon 70-200mm /2.8 L and Canon 10 -22mm wide angle lenses.
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The main indication from a distance, that there were sardines on Hout Bay beach,
was the crowds of seagulls and a very active pack of adult seals. These seals
had developed a hunting strategy of periodically swimming in a group up and
down the beach behind the surf line hunting for pockets of sardines. These
were then attacked energetically, with the fish frantically trying to escape.

Hout Bay sardine event : December 2011



younger seals d who had a different strategy: surfing the
incoming swells as a means of sneaking up at speed on shoals
of sardines (note the fish bottom right). Hout Bay sardine event : December 2011




Local anglers were having fun stocking up on bait
with cast nets, which proved very efficient Hout Bay sardine event : December 2011
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A good stock of fresh bait for the freezer
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Sardines jJumping out of the waves to escape the seals
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