Kommetjie: False Killer Whale Stranding
30 May 2009

My cellphone was unusually active early Saturday morning as messages from friends
arrived, and when | checked i1t é the

There has been a lot of media coverage of the tragic events, and the controversial
way the day ended. For the record, around 55 False Killer Whales stranded early on
the 30 . Some were successfully returned early in the day, but 44 died. In my view
the outcome became inevitable as the day progressed. But the collective human
effort and empathy was wonderful to experience, even though words can do this no
justice. Various incidents, sights, sounds and actions triggered my emotions during

the day, and | had to choke back
This is a visual record of the event as | saw it, and | hope that sharing these images
mi ght i n some way prompt us to be better

Feel free to email this file to friends/colleagues bearing in mind the large file size (3.5mb).
However copyright remains strictly with the photographer, Rob Tarr, and the images may not be
used without permission. However | will gladly supply copies to anyone shown in these images.

The images are reduced to 1024 pixels wide, from 10 megapixel originals, and saved as low quality jpegs.
Camera : Canon EOS 40D, with Canon 10-:22mm and 24-105mm L lenses.

Rob Tarr
robtarr@iafrica.com Kommetjie is a small coastal village near Cape Town, South Africa
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One of the early casualties & possibly this was the first to strand? and the cause of the others following?
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Chapmands Peak was the backdrop day of compass

Groups formed around each stranded whale.
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After it was apparent that the whales kept on returning to the shore, swimmers shepherded them further

of fshore, placing themselves at risk in the rough s
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But they kept on returning € Here an onl ooke+dlanddespa

on the rocks
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Each group tried to protect and stabilize their whale after it became clear that returning them to the sea

was not workingé
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Anot her team discusses strategy ¢
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The roug
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Absolutely everyone |l ent a hand ¢&
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Weakly struggling i OWS
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Even the young whales proved a handful on occasion
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The tails were
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