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My cellphone was unusually active early Saturday morning as messages from friends 
arrived, and when I checked it é the day turned upside down é

There has been a lot of media coverage of the tragic events, and the controversial 
way the day ended. For the record, around 55 False Killer Whales stranded early on 
the 30 th . Some were successfully returned early in the day, but 44 died. In my view 

the outcome became inevitable as the day progressed. But the collective human 
effort and empathy was wonderful to experience, even though words can do this no 
justice. Various incidents, sights, sounds and actions triggered my emotions during 

the day, and I had to choke back the tearsé
This is a visual record of the event as I saw it, and I hope that sharing these images 
might in some way prompt us to be better prepared for the next stranding é

Kommetjie is a small coastal village near Cape Town, South Africa



One of the early casualties ðpossibly this was the first to strand? and the cause of the others following?
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Chapmanõs Peak was the backdrop to a day of compassion and tragedy. 
Groups formed around each stranded whale.
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After it was apparent that the whales kept on returning to the shore, swimmers shepherded them further 
offshore, placing themselves at risk in the rough seas é
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But they kept on returning é Here an onlooker despairs at this returning whale about to crash-land 
on the rocks
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Each group tried to protect and stabilize their whale after it became clear that returning them to the sea 
was not workingé
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Another team discusses strategy é
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The rough surf made it difficult to manoeuvre the animals
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Absolutely everyone lent a hand é 
Kommetjie False Killer Whale Stranding: 30 May 2009



Weakly struggling in the shallows é
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Even the young whales proved a handful on occasion é
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The tails were a constant source of danger to the unwary é
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